
What Does Gifted Mean Anyway? 

Hello! For those of you 

new to the district, allow 

me to introduce myself. 

My name is Kalyn 

Hansel and I am serving 

as the talented and 

gifted teacher at Perry 

Elementary this year. 

This is my seventh year 

in the district. Previous 

to my position transfer, I 

taught six years as a 

fourth and fifth grade 

teacher (three years 

each).  Over these last 

several years I have 

come to learn more 

about gifted education. 

Throughout my studies, 

a passion was sparked 

within me and so the 

journey to becoming a 

gifted educator began. 

I’m passionate about 

gifted learners because 

they are not easy to 

teach. I enjoy a chal-

lenge! Gifted students 

have unique academic, 

social, and emotional 

needs that are often 

overlooked. The gifted 

population is extremely 

underrepresented in 

many schools and I am 

wanting to help make a 

positive change. My 

desire is to collaborate 

with teachers, adminis-

trators, support staff, 

parents, and the com-

munity to best meet the 

needs of gifted learners. 

My hope is to serve as a 

resource for all involved 

in the education proc-

ess. I look forward to 

partnering with you for 

the benefit of our kids! 

 

Respectfully,    

Kalyn Hansel 
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 Fast Facts: Traits of Gifted 

Children 

 Outstanding reasoning 

ability  

 Learns significantly 

faster than same age 

peers 

 Reads from an early age 

 Uses a large vocabulary 

appropriately 

 Intensely creative or 

imaginative 

 Has a keen or adult-like 

sense of humor 

 Sustains concentration 

for lengthy periods of 

time 

 Very self-critical  
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You must be the change you wish 
to see in the world– Gandhi 

When you hear or see the word “gifted,” 

what comes to mind?  We may think of 

things like, elitist, stuck-up, know-it-

all, smart, well-behaved, quiet, hard 

working, and straight A student. If you 

look carefully,  you’ll notice there’s a 

mixture of positive and negative 

phrases in that list. The one factor 

these phrases share in common is 

that they are all misconceptions of 

gifted students. I will address some of 

these myths in a future issue of Gifted 

Monthly.  

For now, I want to leave you with the 

definition of gifted, extracted from 

Iowa Code 257.44. The definition is as 

written: Gifted and talented children are 

those as identified as possessing out-

standing abilities who are capable of 

high performance. Gifted and talented 

children are children who require appro-

priate instruction and educational ser-

vices commensurate with their abilities 

and needs beyond those provided by the 

regular school program. Gifted and tal-

ented children include those children   

with demonstrated achievement or po-

tential ability, or both, in any of the 

following areas or in combination:  

 

1. General intellectual ability 

2. Creative thinking 

3. Leadership ability 

4. Visual and performing arts ability 

5. Specific ability aptitude                           

 

 

 

Thank you for reading!  


